MIDSHIPMEN SET SAIL FOR ADVENTURE

 

Written by OS1 Daniel W. Roberts

 

 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, “We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.”  Indeed, that’s what USS Crommelin sought to do when she set sail with six Naval Reserve Officer Training Midshipmen this summer.

 

 

As Crommelin conducted Counter Narcotics Operations in the Eastern Pacific and Caribbean Sea, which included two theater security cooperation exercises, UNITAS 45-04 and PANAMAX 2004, opportunities for training the young Midshipmen abounded.  They stood numerous watches in Crommelin’s Combat Information Center; learned to navigate the ship from the bridge, including some driving time behind the helm; and operated the ship’s engineering plant.  As members of the small arms combat action team, they qualified as crew served weapon gunners.  They were deployed as small boat officers for routine logistics transfers at sea and even had a chance to conn the rhib alongside during small boat recovery operations.  During a training with USS Chung-hoon in the Caribbean, two of the Midshipmen took familiarization flights in EASYRIDER 53 and 57, two SH 60B helicopters from Helicopter Squadron Light (HSL) 37 Detachment Three currently embarked in Crommelin. 
	
Figure 1 Midshipman Second Class Taylor Evans and Third Class Mark Anaka Learn the Tricks of the Trade From ENS Macdougal
	Summer Cruises are designed to support the progressive professional development of Midshipmen across their years in college.  Each summer corresponds to a Midshipmen’s Sophomore, Junior, and Senior year, respectively.  Each successive Cruise is designed to give Midshipmen a more in depth, professional understanding of the Navy than the preceding Cruise.
 


 

X number Midshipmen were on their Second Class cruises, which are generally referred to as enlisted cruises. These Midshipmen were assigned an enlisted running mate onboard a surface ship or submarine for 30 days.  Enlisted life is quite challenging and a rather eye opening experience.  The young trainees also get a view of Officers through the eyes of the ‘blue shirt,’ or Sailor.  When the Second Class Midshipman finishes this cruise, he or she better understands what it means to take orders, work as a team, and put a hard day’s work on the deck plates.  With this perspective, these prospective junior officers learn why leadership is about service to those that work for you.

 

	“This ship has given me a great new view of surface life,” said Midshipman Second-Class Taylor A. Evans of Salt Lake City Utah, studying at the University of Utah. “This cruise in Crommelin has been very educational!  Someday I’ll be entrusted with the training, care, and feeding of Sailors, and I’ll be ready.”
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Figure 2 Midshipman Get  a Ride in the Helo


 

 

Meanwhile, Crommelin’s Midsipmen on their First Class Cruise, referred to as a Midshipman’s Officer Cruise, experienced what life will be like as a new Ensign and Division Officer.  They had Junior Officer running mates to shadow, getting a first-hand look at leading the backbone of the Fleet.  First Class Cruises also offer the opportunity to go to a squadron or submarine for those who want to become submariners or aviators.  Foreign exchange cruises are available to a few adventurous Midshipmen each year, offering travel with a foreign Navy, often in conjunction with a theater security .

 

“I always wanted to be in the military and thought the Navy would be best for me,” said Midshipman, First-Class Adam J. Ochs, of Pesodum, Ill., and Senior at University of Illinois. “This cruise reinforced my decision to go Navy because we’re out on point just about every day of the year defending freedom.”

 

Ensign Matt Eck spent his First Class Cruise in Crommelin and he selected orders to come back and join Team Crommelin.  “My First Class Cruise gave me a general feel of what life is like aboard ship. The Wardroom was full of camaraderie and very collegial.  Other Ensigns were up to the challenge and I figured so was I.  The Navy is about family and I like going to sea.”  

 

When the Midshipmen completed their 2004 Summer Cruise in Crommelin, the ship set sail to complete the remaining three months of her counter-narcotics mission in the U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command area of responsibility.

