PEARL HARBOR OFFICER EARNS TOP AWARD
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The Women Officers Professional Association (WOPA) announced the selection of USS CROMMELIN’s Lt. Courtney Minetree as a recipient of the 2004 Capt. Joy Bright Hancock Leadership Award.  The award was presented at the annual National WOPA Symposium held at the National Defense University, Fort McNair, Washington D.C. 

 

Two women (one officer and one enlisted) from Navy and Marine Corps, are selected each year to be awarded for their outstanding leadership. The award’s namesake, Capt. Joy Bright Hancock, served in the Navy from 1918 to 1953 and played a crucial role in the integration of women into regular active duty.  Recipients received an engraved silver bowl and an award citation.



	
	Minetree was recommended for the Joy Bright Hancock award for Superior Leadership while Serving aboard USS CROMMELIN (FFG 37) as Auxiliaries Officer and Fire Control Officer, where her leadership proved to be the driving force behind a marked increase in effectiveness and efficiency in both divisions.  Throughout her tour in CROMMELIN, Minetree was one of the ship’s most capable officers – she readily accepted new challenges and always succeeded in overcoming them.



“I was a little shocked to be winning such a prestigious award,” said  Minetree. “It is one of those awards I have always thought would be nice to win, but one I never thought I would actually be selected to receive. It’s quite an honor.” 

Minetree, a native of Dinwiddie, Virginia, attended the United States Naval Academy and was commissioned in May of 2000. Her first assignment was USS HOPPER (DDG 70) where she qualified as a Surface Warfare Officer and served as Boarding Officer during a deployment to the Northern Arabian Gulf. Checking aboard USS CROMMELIN in January 2003, she made quick work of all required re-qualifications and served for 14 months as the ship’s Auxiliaries Officer, and 6 months as the Fire Control Officer. Minetree is currently attending the Naval Post Graduate School where she studies for her Masters degree of Science in Undersea Warfare. 

 

“Minetree embodies all the qualities we seek in young Surface Warfare Officers. Her drive, determination, thirst for knowledge, and her strong desire to take care of her division all made CROMMELIN stronger. I was privileged to serve with her,” said Cmdr. Donald D. Hodge, commanding officer of CROMMELIN. “No stronger commitment to leadership exists in a junior officer.”

